Dear Fellow Employee: 
Last year, 843 people died on the roadways of Virginia.  308 of them were not wearing their seat belts.  Most of those people died between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  It’s imperative that we make a conscious effort to wear our seat belts every time we get in a vehicle, day and night, and do our part to get those fatality numbers down.  That’s why I am joining DRIVE SMART Virginia, the Virginia Highway Safety Office and law enforcement throughout Virginia as they kick off the Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization.  Police will be out in full force, day and night, May 14th through June 3rd cracking down on motorists who don’t buckle-up.

Most crashes occur within 25 miles of victims’ homes and many of those crashes happen when people are driving less than 40 miles per hour.  Taking just a couple of seconds to buckle up can help save your life.  Correct seat belt use reduces the risk of moderate-to-critical injury by 50%.  And it’s the best protection against an impaired or distracted driver.
Studies show that men - especially younger men - are less likely to wear their seat belts.  Young men were the majority of those who died unbelted in traffic crashes last year.  If you fall into this category, please change your habits today.  And if you have a loved one who doesn’t buckle up, please encourage them to start doing so.  It will keep them safer and it’s the law. 

Seat belt use can also help protect youngsters in the car.  In a vehicle crash, an unrestrained passenger may become a missile and injure others – especially small children.  All children should be in their own appropriate safety restraints.  Let’s keep our young people protected.  Vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death to people 10 – 19 years old.  
Please join me today in raising awareness about the importance of safety belt use.  Spread the word to your friends and family and remember that it’s the law in Virginia that you must buckle up, day and night, regardless of how or far or fast you’re going.  Seat belts are the single most effective piece of safety equipment in a vehicle, so take the time to click it. 
