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Who Are We?

DRIVE SMART Virginia is a 501¢c3 dedicated to
making Virginia's roadways safer for all who
travel them.

Through education and outreach programs,
DSV promotes traffic safety in the
Commonwealth of Virginia.



[DRIVE SMART|

The Problem

While Americans drove less in 2020 due to the
pandemic, an estimated 38,680 people died in
motor vehicle traffic crashes—the largest
number of fatalities in 15 years.

This represents an increase of over 7% percent
as compared to the 36,096 fatalities reported in
2019.
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During 2020, driving patterns and behaviors in the
United States changed significantly.

Of the drivers who remained on the roads, some
engaged in riskier behavior, including speeding,
failure to wear seat belts, and driving under

the influence of alcohol or other drugs.

These issues remain a problem in 2024.
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2021 in Virginia:

« 11% Increase in Pedestrian Fatalities

* 9.6% Increase in Speed-Related Fatalities

-With fewer vehicles on the road during COVID-19 restrictions,
some drivers decided the open road was an invitation to
recklessly speed.

* 8.7% Increase in Unrestrained Occupant Injuries
-If ejected from a crash vehicle, there's a 75% likelihood you
will be killed. Properly wearing your seat belt is your best
defense against a reckless, impaired, or distracted driver.



In Just 24 Months, Traffic Fatalities in
Virginia Increased 17%.

Virginia DMV figures show that traffic
fatalities increased from 827 in 2019
t0 968 in 2021.

In 2022 fatalities climbed to 1,005.

So far, the trend moderates in 2023
and 2024.
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46.2-862(ii) LOCAL CODE
DESSRIBE CHARGE RECK DR: SPEEDING, OVER 85MPH
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We need your help! 7N
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Thus farin 2023, 677 people have been killed in car crashes in
Virginia, according to the Traffic Records Electronic Database
System. TREDS — www.treds.virginia.gov

2023

Month Crashes| Fatalities| Injuries

January 9706 61 4 699

February 2,679 45 4 222

March 10,082 65 5.061

April 10,374 80 5283

May 10,603 82 5,383

June 10,521 76 5.488

July 10,058 72 5,349

August 10,392 100 5.498 o . _
https://www.treds.virginia.gov/Ul/Reports/Public/InteractiveRep

September 9779 T2 513 ' = -5 ¥ . .
ort.aspx?ReportPath=/Interactive%20Crash%20Reports/Interactiv

October o i ' "
e%20Report

Movember

Dacember

Totals 90,194 677 46,096
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https://www.treds.virginia.gov/UI/Reports/Public/InteractiveReport.aspx?ReportPath=/Interactive%20Crash%20Reports/Interactive%20Report
https://www.treds.virginia.gov/UI/Reports/Public/InteractiveReport.aspx?ReportPath=/Interactive%20Crash%20Reports/Interactive%20Report

Recent NEWS - nmnm

Motorcyclist killed in third deadly crash on Iron Bridge Road this
week, Chesterfield Police investigating

Two other crashes on Iron Bridge Road earlier this week also

resulted in death. A man was charged today after a deadly crash
on Thursday, Sept. 8, and a cyclist was killed Tuesday night.

“CRASH" not “ACCIDENT”
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Kinetic Energy

Intuitively, doubling our speed
should double our danger.

That isn’t the case. Doubling our
speed quadruples our danger.
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Double the speed, quadruple the damage.

25 mph

$28,131

12 mph

$5,715
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Seat belts keep occupants in place and reduce

injuries during a crash. Ejections from vehicles
are a measure of seat belt use because people
using seat belts are less likely to be ejected.

The ejection rate by week for 2019 and 2020
shows an increase in most of 2020 after week 10,
when the COVID-19 public health emergency was
declared.
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a Unbuckled back seat occupants can impact %'\[kfo: Buckling up helps you stay secure
ot
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Virginia law requires everyone under age

Seat belts work no matter how far, what 18 to be properly secured in a safety belt

speed, or what road you are traveling.




LOYE CLICKS LO™E CLICKS

— Insist everyone in your vehicle be buckled Show that buckling up is important to you

up before you start your trip. by wearing your seat belt on every trip.

LOYE CLICKS LO™E CLICKS

Your loved ones want you to make it home safely. @ The lap belt and shoulder belt should be
Show them you care by buckling up.

secured across your hips and rib cage.
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Everyone in a vehicle needs to buckle-up.



WHEN YOU

BUCKLE UP
THEY
BUCKLE UP

LOWE CLICKS LOWE CLICKS

CLICK FOR THOSE YOU LOVE @ BE THE BEST ROLE MODEL

Your loved ones want you to make it home safely. Show that buckling up is important to you
Show them you care by buckling up. by wearing your seat belt on every trip.
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There are three main types of distraction:
» Visual: taking your eyes off the road
» Manual: taking your hands off the wheel

 Cognitive: taking your mind off driving
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Surveys indicate that adults recognize
distracted driving when it's someone else...

but they find excuses for their own risky
driving behavior.

Phone Down.

It's The Law.

New Virginia Law
Effective Statewide

Januar y 1, 2021 /

DRIVE SMART Jl

rivesmartva.or
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“Self-Driving” vehicles will not save us. At least not for a
VERY long time.

We all must take responsibility for our actions when on
the road...even if you are the BEST driver out there, you
have to be:

« A defensive and attentive driver for those bad drivers
around you.
« Wear your seatbelt to protect you from other drivers.









Alcohol-Related Crashes Are STILL a Problem e s
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Designate B4U Celebrate
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CHOOSE A SOBER DRIVER AND BUCKLE UP

WHOSYOURDRIVER.ORG
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We Are Here to Help...For FREE!

» Newsletter inclusion using graphics,
contribute articles, etc.

« Website inclusion
 Brochures/Posters

* |nvite us to your next event
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About DSV

Current Projects
Outreach & Education
Resources

Traffic Safety Laws
DSV Store

News

Distracted Driving Summit
Donate
Blog

Contact Us

Drive Smart University
Who's Your Driver?
What's Your Game Plan?

Maryland Distracted Driving Summit

Join our Mailing List

SUBSCRIBE

We help businesses foster 1o fture of safety.

DRIVE SMART Virgi
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public information and education initia

advocates, the insurance industry and law

NEW LOVEWORK

DRIVES HOME THE

IMPORTANCE OF
BUCKLING UP

The LOVEwork sculpture, by

Richmond artist Giovanni “John"

, is part of DRIVE SMART
ia's “Love Clicks” campaign,

which reminds vehicle occupants

to buckle their seat beits for their

oved ones

LEARN MORE
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Visit our Toolkits Page to fearn
how you can heip spread the
#ShareTheRoad traffic safety
message in your community.
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VIRGINIA'S
PROHIBITION ON
ORIVING WHILE

HOLDING A PHONE

As of July 1st, it is illegal to hold
a handheld personal
communications device while
driving in Virginia. The new law
will be effective beginning
January 1st, 2021.
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Distracted Driving DRIVE SMART
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**NEW!** Phone Do.. Buckle Up Phone D . Buckle Up Phone D . Buckle Up Phone D .
PO-PDIL BR-DD-17 PO-DD-17 PO-DD-14
"Phone Down If's The Law” Distracted Driving Awareness Distracted Driving Awareness "Buckle Up Phone Down" with
poster - reminding drivers of the Month brochure - "Buckle Up Month poster - “Buckle Up overhead graphic

aty| 1 Add to Cart aty| 1 Add to Cart aty | 1 Add to Cart aty | 1 Add to Cart

Buckle Up Phone D . Buckle Up Phone D .
Buckle Up Phone Down poster Distracted Driving Awareness
with overhead graphic Month Poster. Asks all drivers to

aty| 1 Add to Cart aty| 1 Add to Cart
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Virginia Partners VIRGINIA PARTNERS FOR SAFE DRIVING

For safe qu (formerly the DRIVE SMART Virginia Coalition for Safe Driving, and Virginia
Coalition for Distraction-Free Driving)

Mission: To raise awareness about the importance of safe driving, including distraction-free driving; sharing the road; fleet safety;
vulnerable road users; and sober driving through various strategies in order to prevent crashes and injuries on Virginia roadways.

Virginia Partners for Safe Driving will set goals and advance Safe Driving awareness by:

1. Developing a diverse group of interested and engaged parties.

2. Leveraging the existing activities around already established awareness months to further raise visibility about the issues.
3. Engaging with and supporting the Annual Distracted Driving Summit.

4. Sponsoring and supparting teen, community and workplace education initiatives and opportunities.

5. Identifying and working with subject matter champions to forward legislation in the Virginia General Assembly. (opt-in only)
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Distracted/Impaired Driving
Simulator

DOWN.

i IE

. Virtual Reality Driving

I 5 e _,«:u |
Banners for Schools Observe Simulation Obstacle Course Impaired Pedal Car



Webinar Training Request Form onive smant

DRIVE SMART

DRIVE SMART Virginia provides live, online traffic safety presentations to schools, businesses, the military, and other organizations.
We do not charge for this service. Please submit your request 2 weeks prior to the preferred training date.

Training Date(s) *

Training Time(s) *

drivesmartva.org
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Questions?

ben.bruce@drivesmartva.org
www.drivesmartva.org

Please follow us on social media

“WE CHANGE OTHER PEOPLE’S BEHAVIOR BY
CHANGING OUR OWN"



http://www.drivesmartva.org/
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